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Sustainable Development Fund

Report by Director of Corporate Services 

	Summary:
This report summarises the activities of the Sustainable Development Fund over the past year and proposes the appointment of an additional member to the panel.

Recommendations:  

(i)
That the activities of the Fund over the past year be noted, and that the Administrator and members of the panel be thanked for their contribution towards meeting the Authority’s objectives.

(ii)
That the appointment of a representative from the East of England Development Agency to the panel be endorsed.


1
Introduction

1.1
A total of 44 enquiries were received by the Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) Administrator in 2005/06.  16 of these related to projects which were not eligible for SDF support.  The remaining 28 enquirers were sent application forms, 23 of which were subsequently completed and returned.

1.2
Of the 26 grants approved during the year, six were small grants (up to £1,000) totalling £3,708.  This is two fewer projects and over £2,000 less than in 2004/05, and seems to reflect a general reluctance on the part of small organisations such as schools and parish councils to undertake small scale fundraising, no matter how straightforward the process.

1.3
The remaining 20 projects were allocated ‘prime’ grants (over £1,000) totalling £228,907.  This is five grants and nearly £54,000 more than was distributed in 2004/05.  The largest single award in 2005/06 was a grant of £43,300 to the Broads Hire Boat Federation, which is carrying out a two year trial to test the suitability of locally produced recycled bio-diesel as a fuel for the Broads hire fleet.

1.4
The total value of the 26 grants allocated in 2005/06 was £232,615.  A list summarising details of these grants is appended.

1.5
A total of £31,684 has been carried forward to 2006/07, £13,384 for new project funding and £18,300 previously allocated (and recently sent) to the Hire Boat Federation as the final instalment of funding for their Bio-diesel trial (BA.63).

1.6
In addition to this a further £20,000 has been made available by the decision of Professor Tim O’Riordan not to proceed with the Scoping Study for Sustainable Development Action Centres (project no BA.78).  Members will recall that details of this project were included with the agenda papers for the previous Broads Authority meeting on 24 March.  The Chairman of the SDF Panel, Mrs Burrows, will report further on this at the meeting.

2
Membership

2.1
The membership of the Panel current comprises:

· two Broads Authority representatives (including the Chairman);

· two Broads Forum representatives;

· two independent members; and

· two members representing the younger community.

2.2
In appointing members to the Panel an attempt is made to ensure that the various Broads interests are fairly and appropriately represented, including community, business, environmental, wildlife, agriculture, tourism, recreational and navigation interests.

2.3
Recently the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) expressed an interest in the work of the SDF Panel, and was therefore invited to send a senior member of their Sustainable Communities Team to the recent panel meeting as an observer.  It was noted that some national park authority SDFs receive significant match funding from their rural development agencies (RDAs) and one is about to appoint an RDA representative to its panel.

2.4
The Panel agreed that the appointment of an EEDA representative would be a welcome step forward, and would further expand the breadth of knowledge and experience on the panel. The Authority is recommended to endorse this proposal.

Background papers:
List of Projects Funded by the Sustainable Development Fund in 2005/06

Author:
Rob Holman
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APPENDIX

BROADS AUTHORITY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND

A.  Projects funded in 2005/06

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Project value
	SDF grant

	BA.52
	Environmental Citizenship Project - Phase 1
	Norfolk Wildlife Trust
	£20,000
	£10,000

	BA.55
	Development of the Broads Bike Hire Network 
	Broads Bike Hire Association
	£33,978
	£14,740

	BA.58
	Sustainable Tourism: ‘The Brakes’, Salhouse
	Broadland High School
	£150
	£150

	BA.59
	Broader Energy Choices
	Norfolk Environmental Education Service
	£39,569
	£14,104

	BA.60
	Eco Rafts Feasibility Study - Phase 2
	Risk & Policy Analysts
	£14,719
	£11,691

	BA.61
	Development of the Broads Canoe Network
	Broads Canoe Hire Association
	£59,004
	£25,098

	BA.62
	Sustainable Skills Initiative - The Living Marshman
	How Hill Trust
	£61,280
	£9,451

	BA.63
	Trial of Bio-diesel in Broads Hire Craft
	Broads Hire Boat Federation
	£72,300
	£43,300

	BA.64
	Water for Life
	Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association
	£19,944
	£1,000

	BA.65
	Environmental Citizenship Project - Phase 2
	Norfolk Wildlife Trust
	£18,250
	£10,000

	BA.66
	Club ’99 visit to How Hill
	Club ’99 Summer Playscheme
	£905
	£162

	BA.67
	Footsteps of the Future 
	Suffolk Wildlife Trust
	£9,350
	£7,000

	BA.68
	New Sensory Garden
	Fairhaven Garden Trust
	£11,500
	£5,000

	BA.69
	Sailing Instructor Training Bursaries
	The Horstead Centre
	£7,200
	£2,500

	BA.70
	Broaden your Horizons
	Norfolk Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders
	£17,880
	£11,000

	BA.71
	Fuel Cell Project
	Woods Dyke Boatyard
	£4,400
	£2,200

	BA.72
	Activ-8 Canoes
	Activ-8 Adventure
	£7,628
	£3,814

	BA.73
	Effective Solar Boating
	Creative Marine
	£24,907
	£7,107

	BA.74
	Greening the Park
	Broads Tourism Forum in association with Green Business UK 
	£22,700
	£12,950

	BA.75
	Renewable Energy Project
	Sutton First School
	£11,395
	£2,143

	BA.76
	Dual Fuel Project
	Woods Dyke Boatyard
	£12,000
	£6,000

	BA.77
	Waveney Sailability
	Waveney Sailability Trust
	£24,220
	£6,750

	BA.79
	Windy Old Weather 2
	Nutmeg Puppet Company
	£1,195
	£995

	
	
	Totals
	£494,474
	£207,155


B.  Projects approved in 2005/06 and about to be funded

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Project value
	SDF grant

	BA.80 
	Ashley Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 2
	The Ashley School
	£3,146
	£996

	BA.81
	Swan Scouts Sailing Expedition
	Nene District Scout Association
	£743
	£405

	BA.82
	Broad Futures 3
	Norfolk Environmental Education Service
	£47,494
	£24,059

	
	
	Totals
	£51,383
	£25,460


C.  Projects approved in 2003/04 and 2005/06 but abandoned in 2005/06

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Project value
	SDF grant

	BA.25
	Waveney Stardust 2
	Waveney Stardust Charity
	£160,000
	£7,000

	BA.78
	Scoping Study for Sustainable Development Action Centres in the Broads
	Tim O’Riordan 
	£35,000
	£20,000

	
	
	Totals
	£195,000
	£27,000
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